Tongues from 302 hunter-killed bears were taken for examination during the 1982 and 1983 hunting seasons. These bears were a subset of a larger study on the epizootiology of trichinosis, and details on the methods of sample collection and host characterization are given in that report (Schad et al., 1986, J. Wildl. Dis., 22: 36-41). Data on prevalence were analyzed by the chi-square test. Adult specimens of C . pulchrum were visible grossly in 100 (33.1%) of the tongues. The localities of these bears (known for 288 of the total) represented 21 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties (Fig. 1) . When the combined prevalences of G. pulchrum in bears in seven northeastern counties (Carbon, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Wayne, and Wyoming) (38.7%) was compared with that in the remaining counties
Tongues from 302 hunter-killed bears were taken for examination during the 1982 and 1983 hunting seasons. These bears were a subset of a larger study on the epizootiology of trichinosis, and details on the methods of sample collection and host characterization are given in that report (Schad et al., 1986 , J. Wildl. Dis., 22: 36-41). Data on prevalence were analyzed by the chi-square test. Adult specimens of C . pulchrum were visible grossly in 100 (33.1%) of the tongues. The localities of these bears (known for 288 of the total) represented 21 of Pennsylvania's 67 counties (Fig. 1) . When the combined prevalences of G. pulchrum in bears in seven northeastern counties (Carbon, Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Wayne, and Wyoming) (38.7%) was compared with that in the remaining counties taken together (22.4%) (Fig. l) , infection of bears in the northeastern counties was found to be significantly more common (P < 0.01). These counties are in an area which is ecologically distinct from the remainder of the state ( A total of 592 worms were extracted from the tongues, yielding a mean intensity of 5.9 worms/infected tongue (range, 1-55). Of these worms, 431 (72.8%) were female, and the sex ratio (female : male) was 2.68. Although these data indicate a sex ratio skewed in favor of females, male worms are much smaller, hence, less conspicuous, than females (see measurements below). Therefore, the preponderance of female worms may be explained partly by the assumption that some of the males were overlooked.
Since Lichtenfels (1971, op. cit.) showed that the dimensions of G. pulchrum can vary greatly depending on the host species, the following measurements were made. The mean dimensions (range) of 10 adult males were: length, 29.1 mm (23-37); width, 185 pm (150-230); buccal capsule (length x width), 46.4 x 8.6 pm (37.8-55.5 x 6.7-11.1); origin of cervical alae from anterior tip, 210 pm (170-260) From his more limited observations on bears in Pennsylvania, Chandler (1950, J. Parasitol. 36: 86-87) concluded that the bear was an unnatural host for C. pulchrum. This was based on his assumptions that the bear was infected rarely with this parasite and that the worms located in the tongue (which he considered an aberrant site). The results of surveys in bears presented here and elsewhere (Crum et al., 1978, op. cit.; Conti et al., 1983, op. cit.) indicate that the prevalence of C. pulchrum in bears can be high. Furthermore, virtually all of the female worms that we examined were gravid (i.e., mature). These findings indicate that the bear is a natural host for G . pulchrum and that the tongue is not an unusual site for worm development, in contrast to Chandler's assertions.
Representative worms have been deposited, as collection number 69489, in the U.S. National Parasite Collection, Beltsville, Maryland 20705, USA. We thank Dr. J. R. Lichtenfels for confirming the identity of C. pulchrum, and we also thank Mr. G. L. Alt and other members of the Pennsylvania Game Commission for their cooperation in sample collection.
